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N7ML Antenna Ranch! 


This month we are honored to have Mike Lamb, N7ML, from Bozeman, Montana showing slides about his super 
antenna system. The system was on the cover of the Oct. 95 issue of QST. He is a past VP of the WWDXC from about 


25 years ago. Don’t miss it! 


N7LOX wins inaugural 


Paladin challenge! 
by Jack Fleming, WAM@RJY (aka K7ED) 


Te winner was no surprise. That local NAQP 


mavin, N7LOX, waxed the competition to win the 1997 
inaugural Paladin Challenge. Brian thus has been 
proclaimed the "Best All-Around Contester" in the 
Western Washington DX Club and the Paladin Contest 
Club. 

_ His total score (CW 430-123=52,890 and SSB 
644-162=104328) more than tripled the efforts of runner 
up K7NPN. WAQORIY, operating from the Paladin 
Contest Club’s superstation, K7ED, finished a distant 
third after experiencing some serious equipment 
malfunctions, (or as WAMRJY says, "Something broke, I 


guess" - Jack is member #13 of the Quarter Century 
Appliance Operators club...) 

A trophy and certificate will be presented to Brian at 
the February WWDXC meeting. 


Who heard the Heard herd? 


By Jack Fleming, WA@RJY 


T he expeditioners (including Totem Tabloid cub 
reporter and WWDXC member, N6MZ) are on their 


. way home from Heard Island. The expedition received 


high marks from just about everyone after making more 
than 80,000 QSOs (a new all-time record). 

The tenacity of the operators created a legend even 
before they left the island. Your faithful scribe was a 
participant first hand in a show of perseverance that 


Western Washington DX Club Meeting 
Tuesday, February 11, 1997 
Dinner at 6:30 - Meeting at 7:30 PM 
Lake City Elks 
14540 Lake City Way NE 


Preview of Coming Attraction: March’s Meeting will also be held at the 
the Lake City Elks on March 11, 1997. Watch for more details next month. 


The Totem Tabloid 

The Totem Tabloid is published 11 times per year (no 
August issue) by the Western Washington DX Club, Inc., 
P.O. Box 395, Mercer Island, WA 98040. 


Advertising 

The Totem Tabloid accepts commercial advertising. For 
rates and specifications, please direct inquiries to the 
WWDXC at the address listed above. Totem Trader non- 
commercial ads are free to WWDXC members. 


Articles, News Items and Classified Ads 

The Tabloid depends on submissions of articles and news 
items from its readers. Send all items of interest to the 
Tabloid editor: 


Jack Fleming, WAODRJY 
20148 6th Avenue N.E. 
Seattle, WA 98155 
206-361-2732 
206-386-3299 (FAX) 


ooion@eskimo.com 


Deadline for each issue is the last Friday of the preceding 
month. 

Material from the Totem Tabloid may be reproduced in 
whole or in part, in any form, provided credit is given to 
The Totem Tabloid, the author or source (if noted) and the 
WWDXC (except for author copyrighted works bearing the 
author’s copyright notice). 


Joining the Western Washington DX Club 

To join the WWDXC or sponsor a new member, please 
send an SASE for a membership application form to the 
WWDXC, P.O. Box 395, Mercer Island, WA 98040. 
Annual dues, including a subscription to the Totem 
Tabloid, are $25.00. 


Internet Access 

Information on the Western Washington DX Club is also 
available on the internet at 

http:/Avww.eskimo.com/~ oolon/wwdxc/ or by email to 
oolon@eskimo.com 


dwarfed any other that I had seen by an expedition. 

. On Saturday the 25th { heard VKMIR with a pretty 
good signal on 20cw. I had already worked them there, 
but thought I would give QRP a try. So I tuned the 
transceiver down to 5 watts and instead of duping them 
with WA@MRJY I used the Paladin Contest Club’s call 
(I’m the trustee), K7ED. 

I listened for where they were listening and started 
throwing in my callsign either on the same frequency, or 
just above. No luck for about 5 minutes, then BINGO! I 
heard, "K7ED?". I answered, "K7ED K7ED K7ED 599 
TU". The response was, "K7ED? K7ED? K7ED?" I 
again sent my call and report. He came back with, 
"K7ED? ONLY K7ED? ONLY”. Again I sent my call 
and report. 
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No luck. VK@IR came back with, "KB4 PSE QSY 
KB4 PSE QSY K7ED? ONLY K7ED? ONLY KN". I 
sent my call and report again. This continued for about 
10 more repetitions. Back and forth. Forth and back. 
Sometimes I would just send, "RRRRRR 599 TU" and 
sometimes, "K7ED K7ED 599". The operator at 


VKOIR QSL Route 
John Parrott, W4FRU 
P.O. Box 5127 
Suffolk, VA 23435 


Only VK@IR QSLs in envelope - don’t mix 
with other cards that he handles! 
Feel free to send $$ donations! 


VK@IR never gave up (though in all honesty, I sorta 
wished he had since I felt like I was holding up the 
entire pileup... He had more perseverance than I did.). 

Finally after I had sent a string of "RRRRRR 59 to 
him he came back with, "K7ED 599 TU TU TU". Like 
HE had to thank ME! Wow! I sent a few "TUs" and he 
called "QRZ?" The roaring pileup continued. 

(editor’s note - after relating this exciting QSO 
experience on the HEARD mailing list on the internet, 
Mr. Fleming was castigated by several vocal DXers for 
wasting VK@IR’s time with a meaningless duplicate 
QSO, using the club call instead of his own, using a yagi 
instead of a wire for a QRP contact, and other various 
abuses of the DXer’s unwritten code... When contacted 
by The Totem Tabloid, Mr. Fleming’s only comment was, 
"Too many hams with too much time and too few 
sunspots to keep them occupied.") 


~ WWDXC cw championship! 


The Fourth Annual ARRL CW DX Championship 
will be contested February 15 and 16! This annual event 


' is becoming a legend in the Western Washington DX 


Club. The past winners, WAMRJY, N7RO, and N@AX, 
all have their callsigns permanently engraved on the 
beautiful traveling trophy. This year we might see our 
first repeat winner (early odds have N@AX in the lead 
with his killer low band antennas). Or we might see 
another first-time champion (Maybe WWDXC and PCC 
all-around contesting champion N7LOX? Or perennial 
favorite W7TSQ? Or that tenacious fast rising phenom 
K7NPN?). 

The playing field will again be the low power all band 
assisted category that has been so popular in the past. 
This allows the participants to chat back and forth across 


the DX Packet and to post rare spots that only their 
antennas can bring in (N@AX’s specialty) or to post 
spots that have been expertly grabbed (thanks to 
superior operating skills) prior to a huge pile-up 
developing (WA@RJY’s forte). Packet also helps boost 
the club’s score in the club competition! 

Be sure to get your computer’s packet port and cw 
cable connected to your favorite contesting software in 
advance. It’s no fun fiddling with cables and comm 
ports (and don’t even mention IRQs!!!) after the contest 
has begun! 

Jack, WAMRJY, will have copies of miniprop 
predictions (generated with the help of WA7BAY’s 
GREAT program called "Chart"!) available at the 
February meeting. These should help greatly in 
developing your weekend bandplan. 

Please report your score (and the published score next 
year in QST had better be pretty darn close!) to the 
WWDXC ARRL CW Contest Supervisory Committee 


\ 
. 


(WA@RESY chairman and ione committee micniber). 


Entry-Level Fun on Top-Band 


by H. Ward Silver NOAX 


Until recently, eighty meters was the lower limit of 
my DXing forays. I’d made a couple of local QSOs 
during contests on 160, but I never really entertained the 
notion of going after DX on Top Band. After all, 
everyone knows that requires monstrously tall towers 
capable of diverting spacecraft and receiving antennas 
that extend over several counties. I just never figured 
that I would have the moxie and the real estate to tackle 
it. And so I was content to listen to the exploits of the 
Big Guns. 

I’m not really sure when The Change began, but I 
believe that the creation of the Topband reflector on the 
Internet (topband@contesting.com) offered a painless 
way of satisfying my curiosity. It rapidly became - 
apparent that a lot of people were making QSOs with 
100W and modest antennas. Pretty soon, I was up in 
the trees, stringing wire and fighting the noise. Since 
then, I’ve had a few memorable QSOs, managing to get 
across the pond to Yurp...once...and am hunting an 
African QSO for 160-meter WAC. This article 
summarizes a few successes I’ve had with antennas that 
may help some of the other potential Top Band-ers take 
the plunge and add another band to their repertoires. 

Let’s review receiving. If there’s one constant of 
Top Band the world over, it’s noise. While one can’t do 
much about sky-wave noise that arrives from the same 
direction and vertical angle as the desired signal, local 
and off-direction noise sources can be cut down. 
Beverage owners know this well, however this column is 
for the real-estate-challenged. I’ve found three solutions 
for improving the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR), the 
bottom line of 160-meter DXing. 


Solutions one and two involve antennas. The first is 
an electrostatically shielded loop. Check out section 7.2 
of the ARRL publication, Low-Band DXing, by ON4UN, 
Second Edition. He presents a design using RG-59 coax 
that is also in the 15th and 16th editions of the ARRL 
Handbook. From the November 1994 Lowband Monitor, 
K9FD reports that performance of these small loops is 
greatly improved by using hardline instead of regular 
coax. I put up a 6’ diameter loop of 1/2" hardline and 
mounted it in an unused rotor, mounted on a fencepost. 
To resonate the loop, I used an ARCO mica 
compression trimmer cap. These are available locally at 
Amateur Radio Supply; a model 306 or 307 should work 
fine. I use an old Ameco preamp to add about 15-20dB 
to the loop output. The SNR is several S-units better 
than from my transmitting antennas and I can rotate the 
loop to either peak the signal, or null a local noise 
source. 

The second antenna is an unusual one described by 
W@®CM in the August 1996 issue of the Lowband 
Monitor. The antenna is 125’ long and made from two 
sections of coax. Depending on what the center 


WWDXC QSL CARDS 


Basic Order - 1,000 $46.00 
Basic Re-order - 1,000 39.00 
Colored Order” 57.00 
Additional 1,000s 31.00 


Make checks payable to: 
Western Washington DX Club 


For a QSL order form, send an SASE to: 


Patrick Dayshaw 

5017 26th Avenue SW 
Seattle, WA 98106 
206-935-6281 


* Normal callsign imprint is black. A 


cy PAR Pee aD, ia, ORS é 
colored imprint can be any colcr. 


Contact Patrick to make arrangements for 
delivery of your cards. 


insulator is made of, the sections vary in length. After 
much beard-pulling, I’ve decided that the antenna is 
basically a 12S’ receiving wire (the outer surface of the 
coax braid) with a shorted, quarter-wave stub at the 
feedpoint constructed from the inner conductors of coax. 
The stub does two things for the antenna; it acts as a 
bandpass filter (helpful at my QTH with strong local BC 
signals) and it also grounds the antenna at DC for static 
discharges and the like. 
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I have two WO@CM Secret Weapons, one pointed 
towards EU and the other to the East. There is a 
significant difference in signal strength between the two, 
so there is a fair degree of bidirectional directivity in line 
with the antenna. SNR is comparable to the loop and 
occasionally better. It would be sufficient to have one 
and move it for different DX stations. From our spot on 
the globe, azimuths of 120-degrees and 30-degrees would 
cover just about everything. Both the coaxial and loop 
antennas are dirt cheap and pretty low-profile, suitable 
for the suburban Top-Bander. 

The third receiving aid is a noise-canceller; I use a 
JPS ANC. A similar homebrew unit was described in 
a recent CQ. These devices use a small noise-sensing 
antenna (a short dipole or single wire) to add noise out- 
of-phase, cancelling that from the main receiving 
antenna. I have a local power pole that acts up on a 
regular basis and I have been able to eliminate this noise 
entirely over a 20-30kHz bandwidth. I have also been 
able to reduce computer-generated birdies. Multiple 
noise sources are much more difficult to null, but these 
boxes should be able to make partial headway and 
improve SNR. They won’t work on sky-wave 
atmospheric noise picked up by the main antenna. 

Now for the transmitting aerial. Anyone with a tree 
of 40’ or higher can put up a suitable antenna for Top 
Band. My circumstances dictate a 50 foot vertical wire 
and a 90-something foot horizontal run. If you only 
have one tree, split the horizontal section in two and 
make a "I" out of the "L". The horizontal sections are 
only top-loading for the vertical section. Cut the total 
length to be about 140’ and trim it until you have 
minimum SWR around 1830kHz. If the SWR is greater 
than you feel comfortable with, a series capacitor at the 
feedpoint is often used to match the antenna to 50-ohm 
coax. 

I have had good success with 4-elevated radials as 
the ground system and others have reported good results 
with 1 or 2 radials. These "should" be a quarter- 
wavelength long, but I wouldn’t get too concerned if they 
were shorter. They can also be bent to fit the available 
yard space. Since there are only a few radials, a quick- 
connect system can be constructed that allows the 
enterprising DXer to only install them during operating 
periods which are during the hours of darkness and low- 
visibility, if you catch my drift. 

I believe that the "L" and "I" antennas work so well 
because they are relatively efficient compared to a 
trapped or loaded antenna. They seem to have a fair 
amount of low-angle radiation (especially compared to 
low inverted-vee or dipole antennas) and are roughly 
omni-directional, regardless of where the radial(s) are 
oriented. Even the most contorted versions seem to 
radiate pretty well with no lossy matching components to 
eat up the power. There are no massive ground systems 
required, either. 
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There is time to get any of these antennas working 
before the upcoming ARRL DX contest weekends. 
There will be plenty of activity from Asia, the Caribbean, 
and other North American countries, plus entries from 
EA8 and CT3, the easiest Africans. You will be 
surprised at what you will hear and even more surprised 
at what you will work! 


Basic DXing 

By Hugh Cassidy, WA6AUD (Originally published in 
the West Coast DX Bulletin, 20 July 1976 - with a minor 
modification by VE1DX, 18 January 1997) 


O ne of the Local QRPers came up the hill last week 


and he was not happy. "Put me down as another one 
who missed VK@IR", he said. "Those high-powered, 
non-stop-calling Eastern types pushed the QRM needle 
off the peg at my place." 

We were properly sympathetic for a broken heart is a 
nagging burden. "Too bad", we said, hoping to ease the 
grief with some small talk, "we heard you in there calling 
and figured you’d worked them. We could not hear him 
here." 

The QRPer shrugged. "Oh, I wasn’t hearing him. I 
was in there calling blind. Called for three days and got 
nothing. Nothing at all with all that eastern QRM." 

We had to think this over a bit for it appeared 
something was not meshing. "If you could not hear 


DX Information Sources 


Repeater: W7FR/R 


147.00/146.40 
Packet Cluster Nodes: 


WA7TNTF 145.71 

NV6Z 145.73 

KD7P 145.75 (Marysville) 
AA7QQ 145.75 (Olympia) 
N7FSW 145.7 Asits 

N7LTF 145.79 


WWDXC Internet Homepage: 
http:/Avwww.eskimo.com/~ oolon/wwdxc/ 


him", we asked, "how would you ever know if he came 
back to your call? Wasn’t that a bit of a futile effort to 
call blind?" 

The QRPer bristled. "Look", he said, "If I didn’t call, 
how would they have heard my call and come back to 
me? Heck! That’s basic DXing." 


We were still not getting the story. “But if you call 
blind and you are not hearing the DX station, how will 
you know when he comes back to you... if he does?" 

The QRPer started to bristle again... and it was 
apparent we had run our string. "I can see you will 
never really be a Big DXer", he said devastatingly, "You 
just cannot understand that they won’t hear you if you 
don’t call. You just don’t understand!" 

Son of a Gun! Let’s face it. There are some of the 
Eternal Enigmas that only a few will understand. These 
are trying times in this world of DX, although for some 
more than others. We thought again about what the 
QRPer had told us. We pondered the Mysteries of the 
Ages, for there is often wisdom hidden beneath the 
surface and there are none so blind as those who will 
not see. After a few minutes, we decided a visit to the 
optometrist wasn’t necessary... and while one of us 
wasn’t seeing, we had convinced ourselves that our eyes 

owere just fine! So we turned back to the rig and waited 
for the Heard Island boys to flash up again on iifteen. 
The Great Days of DXing were at hand. DX IS! 


Totem tattler 


The WRTC 96 video has been completed and tapes 
are now ready for distribution. This 27-minute 
documentary of the biggest contesting event of 1996 
captures all the excitement and drama of the event and 
presents the contesting hobby at its best. 

Distribution of the tapes is being handled under the 
auspices of the Northern California Contest Club and 
the Slovenian Contest Club. If you want to order a tape 
send $10 (check made payable to Bruce Sawyer) 
together with a gummed address label (max 2" x 4") to: 

Bruce Sawyer, N6ONT 
15430 Bohlman Road 
Saratoga, CA 95070, USA 

JASEXW was the only ham to work VK@IR on every. 
band and mode they were active (except cellular phone 
and 2M FM, I guess). JAQAVA, JA3REK, JA3MHV, 
JA2XW and JA2FJP all made 18 QSOs with Heard. 
JA9AVA and JA3REK missed them on 10 CW, while 
JA2XW and JA2FJP missed them on 10 SSB. Besides . 
the JAs, A71CW made 17 QSOs (no SAT), OH3SR, 
OH2BU and IK7MCJ made 16 QSOs (all missed SAT, 
10 SSB), IKSPWJ made 16 QSOs (no SAT CW or 10M) 
and I@JX made 16 QSOs (missed 10M, 12 SSB). 

The 1997 Radio Amateur Almanac published by CQ 
Magazine is a big hit around the editorial offices of the 
Totem Tabloid. Get a copy - you won’t regret it! 

For Sale: Drake 2B Receiver, Hallicrafters HT37 
Transmitter, Heathkit Warrior Amplifier (four 811A) 
Heathkit SA2040 Antenna Tuner, Curtis EK430 Keyer 
MFJ 451 keyboard keyer, Ham Key iambic paddle, 3 
sections Rohn 25, Hygain 2 element Quad. 


Jim Hadlock, KTWA, (206) 788-1974 (home), (206) 


294-1327 (work), k7wa@aol.com 


«@: Experience you can trust 


* Tax preparation & planning 

° Tax appeals & disputes 

¢ Small business accounting & consulting 

¢ Retirement, estate & succession planning 


— Office Of 


Donald B. Walter 


Certified Public Accountant— 


522-2003 


Ravenna Boulevard Office teal 
444 NE Ravenna Blvd. Suite 206 « Seattle, WA 98115 


de Don Walter, W7NG 


ARRL members asked to 


comment 
by ARRL 


ARrri members are being invited to add their ideas, 


comments and recommendations to those of the ARRL 
WRC-99 Planning Committee, which has suggested 
sweeping--and potentially controversial--changes to the 
Amateur Radio licensing structure in the US. On the 
table for open discussion and debate are proposals that 
include: 

* elimination of the Novice license 

* creation of a new Intermediate license to replace the 
Technician Plus 

* greater hf privileges for intermediate licensees than 
for the existing technician plus, including phone on 160, 


75 and 15 meters 


* a 10-wpm General CW test (with more stringent 
testing standards for all CW exams) 

* expanded phone privileges for General-class and 
higher licensees 


Details of the plan, discussed during the recent ARRL 
Board of Directors meeting in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, will appear in March QST. The Board says it 
seeks comments from members to ensure that before any 
plan goes forward, it enjoys broad support from the 
amateur community. The Board will not act on the issue 
at least until its July meeting. 

After its research revealed that as many as three 
Novices in four are inactive, the committee concluded 
that the Novice license is no longer useful. Although the 
committee would end the Novice license, its plan 
provides current Novices with an easy means to upgrade 
(via an open-book test) to the new Intermediate class 
license, which would replace the current Technician Plus. 
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All present Tech Plus licensees would become 
Intermediate licensees. The Basic license would supplant 
the Technician license--now the hobby’s most-popular 
entry-level ticket--with no changes in privileges. In 
addition, the committee’s plan would phase out the 
current Novice and Tech Plus bands on 80, 40 and 15 
meters, and replace them with new Intermediate-class 
allocations. The committee’s consensus plan for 
Intermediate-class licensees calls for new CW bands on 
80, 40 and 15 meters starting 25 kHz up from the lower 
band edge, digital and phone-band privileges on 75 and 
15 meters and a 50-kHz phone or CW segment at the 
top end of 160 meters, plus expanded Novice and Tech 
Plus CW and phone allocations on 10 meters. 

According to the proposal, Intermediate CW bands 
would be 3525 to 3700 kHz, 7025 to 7050 kHz, 21025 to 
21150 kHz and 28050 to 28300 kHz. Digital operation 
was suggested for 3600 to 3625, 21100 to 21125 and 
28100 to 28189 kHz. Phone privileges would include 
1950 to 2000, 3900 to 4000, 21350 to 21450, SSB from 
28300 to 28500 and FM from 29500 to 29700 kHz. 
Transmitter power for Intermediate-class licensees would 
be limited to 200 W PEP output (other licensees using 
these bands would not be limited to 200 W, however). 

General-class and higher amateurs also would benefit 
from the plan, if it’s adopted according to the 
committee’s outlines. General-class hams would get 
additional phone privileges 3800 to 3850, 7200 to 7225, 
and 21250 to 21300 kHz; Advanced-class hams would 
add 3725 to 3775, 7125 to 7150 and 21175 to 21225 kHz; 
Extra-class hams would also have 3700 to 3750, 7125 to 
7150 and 21150 to 21200 kHz. 

With the exception of 40 meters, where Novice and 
Tech Plus licensees already have privileges, the 
committee suggested no changes on the hobby’s 
narrowest and most crowded bands--including 20 meters 
and the narrow WARC bands at 30, 17 and 12 meters. 
The Intermediate CW test would be 5 words per minute 
(the same as the current Tech Plus requirement), but the 
committee proposed that the General class CW 
requirement be set at 10 wpm. There still would be no 
additional CW exam for the Advanced ticket, nor would 
there be any change in ine ZU-wpm requirement for the 
Extra. Exams for all classes would include a return to a 
sending test and the requirement for one minute of solid 
copy during a five-minute test--instead of the current 
method that tests on the content of the CW text. 

Right now, these major changes are only in the talking 
stage. "Let us be very clear about this," said ARRL 
Executive Vice President David Sumner, K1ZZ, who 
characterized the committee’s proposals as a starting 
point for discussion, not a done deal. "The changes are 
not ARRL policy; nothing has been proposed to, or by, 
the FCC, and the ARRL Board is committed to making 
no decision before its July 1997 meeting." Sumner said 
there is no timetable to complete the process. Only 
after there is an opportunity for in-depth consideration 
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and discussion by the membership will the ARRL Board 
consider taking the next step--to approach the FCC with 
a rulemaking proposal--a process that automatically 
invites additional comments and suggestions. 

Between the time they receive March QST and the 
end of May, members are asked to voice their opinions 
on the committee’s suggestions to their directors, whose 
postal and e-mail addresses are listed on page 10 of 
QST. All suggestions and comments--positive and 
negative--are welcome. 


DXAC Report 


By Ward Silver, NOAX 
From material submitted by Dick, N7RO, NW Division 
DXAC Representative 


N. ot much new except discussion of the proposed 


"deinio operaiiou" rule. Dick says thai lie las recvived 
little comment, although feelings are running pretty 
strongly in some quarters. Dick can now be reached by 


_ email at ’n7ro@juno.com’ and so it is easier than ever to 


let your feelings be known. Your comments can also be 
kept completely confidential, if you prefer. Don’t let 
important changes to the DXCC program slide by if you 
have an opinion one way or the other. 

"DXCC accreditation may be suspended for operations 
from countries or entities where Amateur Radio is 
specifically denied by said government. Accreditation 
may be allowed when said government fully recognizes 
and approves Amateur Radio operations." 


From the report editor, NOAX: This first sentence of 
this proposed rule is already implemented by the present 
requirement that all operations be licensed for 
accreditation (Section IV, item 3 of the DXCC Rules). 
If there is a license or other authorization then Amateur 
Radio is not specifically denied, is it? The second 
sentence is where the trouble begins; if the government 
does not "fully recognize and approve" Amateur Radio, 
then onerations won’t count 

Clearly, the intent is to deny accreditation to 
"demonstration" operations. Also clearly, the rule is 
direcied at the PS operation by OH2BH and others as I 
discussed last month. If adopted, this rule will require a 
tremendous amount of interpretation as to whether the 
country in question "fully recognizes...(etc.)" Amateur 
Radio. There are several obvious cases where Amateur 
Radio is extremely restricted and yet QSOs are fully 
accredited and widely accepted as completely valid; 5A, 
SVE XZNYI, ete 

This is another misguided and unnecessary rule that is 
a knee-jerk reaction to an unfortunate situation. Have 
we learned nothing from the "minimum-size debacle"? 
Law based on individual cases is bad law. Let the rules 
be in the absence of wide-spread problems. 


